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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. 
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in worship this morning as 
we celebrate The Festival of St. Luke, the Evangelist. Please register your 
attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is 
celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays. 
All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s 
Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/
mailto:stjohnskittanning@gmail.com


THE FESTIVAL OF ST. LUKE, THE EVANGELIST (PROPER 24) OCT 18, 2026 
 

Prayer upon entering God's House: 
 

O Lord, You are fair and just and we desire to know You deeply.  You are 
deserving of all our honor and praise.  We bow before You, submitting ourselves to 
Your will.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 

 
PRELUDE Fantasy Prelude on "Miles Lane" Attwater 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen 
 

P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen 
 

*OPENING HYMN  “By All Your Saints in Warfare” LBW 178 vs. 1,19,3 

*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand  LBW—Green Hymnal  WOV—Blue Hymnal 



*KYRIE 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
 



 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 

P Let us pray.   
Almighty God, you inspired your servant Luke, the physician to reveal 
in his Gospel the love and healing power of Your Son. Give Your 
Church the same love and power to heal, to the glory of Your name; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen 
 



FIRST LESSON:  ISAIAH 43:8-13 

The First Lesson is from the forty-third chapter of Isaiah. 

8 Lead out those who have eyes but are blind, 
    who have ears but are deaf. 
9 All the nations gather together 
    and the peoples assemble. 
Which of their gods foretold this 
    and proclaimed to us the former things? 
Let them bring in their witnesses to prove they were right, 
    so that others may hear and say, “It is true.” 
10 “You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, 
    “and my servant whom I have chosen, 
so that you may know and believe me 
    and understand that I am he. 
Before me no god was formed, 
    nor will there be one after me. 
11 I, even I, am the Lord, 
    and apart from me there is no savior. 
12 I have revealed and saved and proclaimed— 
    I, and not some foreign god among you. 
You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “that I am God. 
13     Yes, and from ancient days I am he. 
No one can deliver out of my hand. 
    When I act, who can reverse it?” 

A Here ends the reading 
 

Psalm:        Psalm 124 

 
1If the LORD had not been | on our side,* 

let Isra- | el now say; 
2if the LORD had not been | on our side,* 

when enemies rose | up against us, 
3then would they have swallowed us | up alive* 

in their fierce | anger toward us; 
4then would the waters have | overwhelmed us* 

and the torrent gone | over us; 
5then would the | raging waters* 

have gone right | over us. 
6Blessed | be the LORD!* 

He has not given us over to be a prey | for their teeth. 
7We have escaped like a bird from the snare | of the fowler;* 

the snare is broken, and we | have escaped. 
8Our help is in the name | of the LORD,* 

the maker of heav- | en and earth. 



SECOND LESSON:   2 TIMOTHY 4:5-11 

 The Second Lesson is from the fourth chapter of 2nd Timothy. 
 
5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of 
an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of 
my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award 
to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his 
appearing. 
9 Do your best to come to me soon. 10 For Demas, in love with this 
present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens 
has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Luke alone is with me. Get 
Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry.  
 A Here ends the reading 
 

*VERSE 

 
 

GOSPEL:   LUKE 1:1-4, 24:44-53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st and 24th chapters. 

  
1 In as much as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the 
things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have 
delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all 
things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, 
most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning 
the things you have been taught. 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while 
I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45

 Then he 
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise 
from the dead, 47 and that repentance for[a] the forgiveness of sins 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A1-4%2C+24%3A44-53&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26028a


should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am 
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until 
you are clothed with power from on high.” 50 And he led them out as far 
as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he 
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
53 and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
CHILDREN'S SERMON   
 

*HYMN  “God, Whose Almighty Word” LBW 400 
 

SERMON  
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

*THE PRAYERS 

Let us pray for the Church, the world, and for one another. 
 

Thank you, dear Lord, for creating us in the image and likeness of your 
beloved Son, for making us his image-bearers to a world seduced by 
idols and fakes. Let us, like St. Luke, whose feast this is, constantly 
honor and serve Jesus, and show him to everyone we meet.  
Lord in your mercy,        Hear our prayer. 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 

P Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
 

*PEACE 

P The peace of the LORD be with you always. 
C And also with you. 



ANTHEM “Grace Alone” 
 

*OFFERTORY 

 

 

 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Let us pray. 
 

A Blessed are You,  
C O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through Your goodness 
You have blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer 
ourselves to Your service and dedicate our lives to the care and 
redemption of all that You have made, for the sake of Him who 
gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 



PREFACE 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Blessed are You, LORD of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen 
world You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation 
You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy 
Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as 
He comes to us in His holy supper. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 
 

P In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 
 
 



*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 
 

 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  LBW 203, WOV 710, 711, 756, 709  
 

*COMMUNION 
  All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
  In the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

Gluten-Free Communion Wafers are available, please inform the Pastor of your needs. 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in His grace. 
C Amen 
 

*CANTICLE 

 



 
 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Let us pray.…Pour out upon us the Spirit of Your love, O Lord, and 
unite the wills of those whom You have fed with one heavenly food: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.                                               C Amen 
 

*BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and 
give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
CLOSING HYMN    “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” LBW 559 
 

*DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  “Baroque Trumpet” Young 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015.  English Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. 

Everyone is invited for a time of fellowship following 
worship in the Gathering space.  
 

 
 
Please welcome Pastor James F. Neal, S.T.S. as 
he supplies today while Pastor Johnson is away. Pastor 
Neal is a retired pastor, Dean of The Mid-Northeast 
Mission Region of the North American Lutheran Church 
(NALC). He is husband to Susan, a father, and 
grandfather. He is a member of the Society of the Holy 
Trinity, renowned Theologian, and general all-around nice 
guy. His primary role these days is as a house husband 
and very active grandparent, (the highest of callings!).  
 

We are blessed to have him lead worship this day! 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Today 9:30 a.m. Acolyte Training 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
   11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 

Wednesday 10/21 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour 
 6:15 p.m. Senior Bells 
 6:30 p.m. P.J.’s Bible Study 
 7:30 p.m. Senior Choir 
 

Thursday 10/22 9:30 a.m. Children’s Hour 
 1:00 p.m. Newsletter Mailing 
 2:45 p.m. Catechism 
 7:00 p.m. Catechism 
 

Sunday 10/25                   Reformation Sunday 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Senior Choir 
   11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 After Worship Celebration Dinner 

 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Oct 25 Reformation Sunday 
Nov 8 Turkey / Ham Dinner 
Dec 6 Christmas Concert 



 

Electronic Giving is Good for 

You and the Church 

You can now make a contribution to our church 
through a mobile app!  

 

Scan the QR code for St. John’s Lutheran Church: Options Include: Local 
Expenses, Improvement Fund, Benevolence, Capital Appeal, Evangelism, 
Sunday School, Youth, World Hunger, Katie’s Cupboard and Other. When 
choosing “Other” please indicate which fund you are contributing to. 
Thank you for supporting your church. 
 

“Give according to your income,  

lest God make your income  

according to your giving.” 

 

 
 

Pastor’s Sunday School Class . . .  
              . . .  will be an adventure through the book of 
Acts of the Apostles.  How the Holy Spirit worked 
through the early church is instructive for our life of 
faith today. 

 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 
6:30 pm 

 
 

 
Internet Streaming 

St. John’s Live  
The St. John’s worship service is broadcast live 
on You Tube each Sunday at 11:00 a.m.  as well 
as 8:30 a.m. service Sundays.  
http://www.youtube.com/@st.johnskittanning2251  

 
 

 

Don’t forget to check out your Church Web 
Site: www.stjohnskittanning.org 

Here you will find: Bulletins, Newsletters, Morning 
Prayers, Upcoming events, program information, and 
more. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/@st.johnskittanning2251
http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/


 
 
 

 
Thursday Oct. 29th 

 
AT ST. JOHN’S  

5:00-6:30PM 
 

CARS NEEDED!! 
Adults and Families:  

Bring Your Car!   
Donate Candy!  

Decorations available, 
 if you need!  

 
KIDS 12 AND UNDER  
Trunk or Treat FUN!!! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 





SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
Assisting Ministers Sara Shafer 
Lectors Roger Mechling 
Comm Assistants William & Deb Bouch 
  Elijah & Sophia Holt 
Welcome Team TBD 
Acolytes TBD 
Camera Operators Bill Bouch 
 

 
STAFF MEMBERS 

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Angela B. Clever 
Sexton  TBD 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 

 
The flowers on the altar this morning are 
presented to the Glory of God and in loving 
honor of Tim & Rachel by  
Susan & Bob Barto. 
 

 
Cullen Kirkpatrick and Rebecca Johnson have declared their intention to 
marry on Saturday, October 17, 2026.  Please pray for them as they 
embark on their married life together. 
 

 
OUR MISSION 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 
 
 

St. John’s is a group of sinners 
who have been claimed by God 

to gather in this place, to worship Him, 
to learn about Him, to bask in His love, 

to share His love with other people 
and to spread that love with the entire world! 
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