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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of Word and Sacrament this morning as we celebrate the Seventh Sunday of Easter. Please register your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays. All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us.
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the seventh Sunday of Easter

may 21, 2023
Prayer upon entering God's House:

We praise You, Ascended Christ, as You continue to watch over Your faithful servants from Your Father’s holy kingdom. We thank You for Your Holy Spirit which sustains us and gives us new life. Oh, Holy Trinity, accept our humble worship of You. Help us focus our lives on You. Through Jesus the ascended Lord we pray.  Amen.
PreludE
“Here I am to Worship”
Hughes


*Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness
p
In the name of the Father, and of the ( Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen

p
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C
Amen

p
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for self-examination.

p
Most merciful God,

C
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen

P
In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for His sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen

*Opening Hymn
“Alleluia, Sing to Jesus”
LBW 158
*Greeting
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C
And also with you.
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*Those who are able, please stand

 LBW—Green Hymnal  WOV—Blue Hymnal

*Kyrie
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*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day
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l
Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, Your Son our Savior is with You in eternal glory. Give us faith to see that, true to His promise, He is among us still, and will be with us to the end of time; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C
Amen
First Lesson:
Calise Czekanski
Acts 1:6–14

A
The First Lesson is from the first chapter of Acts.

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
A
Here ends the reading.

Psalm:
Delaney Smith
Psalm 68:1–10, 33–36

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered;

let those who hate him flee before him.


2Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away;

as the wax melts at the fire,

so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;

let them also be merry and joyful.


4Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 

exalt him who rides upon the heavens;

The Lord is his name, rejoice before him!
5Father of orphans, defender of widows,

God in his holy habitation!


6God gives the solitary a home 

and brings forth prisoners into freedom;

but the rebels shall live in dry places.
7O God, when you went forth before your people,

when you marched through the wilderness,


8the earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,

at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,

at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
9You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance;

you refreshed the land when it was weary.


10Your people found their home in it;

in your goodness, O God, 

You have made provision for the poor.
33Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;

sing praises to the Lord.


34He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens;

he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.
35Ascribe power to God;

his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies.


36How wonderful is God in his holy places,
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! Blessed be God!
Second Lesson:
Ashlynn Zurn
1 Peter 4:12–14; 5:6–11
A
The Second Lesson is from the fourth and fifth chapters of First Peter.

Chapter 4
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 

Chapter 5
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

A
Here ends the reading
*Verse
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Gospel:
Nesta Adkins
John 17:1–11

P        The Holy Gospel according to St. John the seventeenth chapter.

[image: image7.png]=
|||a w
=
oL O
N
=
[=]
Ll =
| e
4 B
[=]
| 2
HE.
[T
At
U]
T





When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.
6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 

P
The Gospel of the Lord.
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Children's Sermon

Marlee Smith
*HymN
“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”
LBW 363
Sermon

Anna Choncek, Robert John
*The Prayers
With joyful confidence, let us approach our Lord’s throne of grace, there to pray on behalf of the Church, the world, and all people according to their need.

A brief silence

O God beyond all praising, we worship you and adore you. You have revealed your glory through your Son, who has risen and ascended and who reigns at your right hand forever. 

Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer
(Other intercessions are offered.)

P
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C
Amen
*Peace
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C
And also with you.
Anthem                            “Beloved”
       arr. Feliz, Duncan, Wedgeworth


Youth
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*Offertory Prayer
A
Let us pray.

A
Blessed are You, 

C
O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through Your goodness You have blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to Your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that You have made, for the sake of Him who gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

the great thanksgiving
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PREFACE

P
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But chiefly we are bound to praise You for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for He is the true Passover Lamb who gave Himself to take away our sin, who by His death has destroyed death, and by His rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise Your name and join their unending hymn:
*SANCTUS
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world, You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as He comes to us in His holy supper.

C
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P
In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:



This cup is the new covenant in my blood,



shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

*The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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COMMUNION HYMNS

LBW 199, 179, 210, 200

*Communion


All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present



In the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us.

Gluten-Free Communion Wafers are available, please inform the Pastor of your needs.
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
P
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.

C
Amen
*Canticle
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*Post-Communion Prayer
A
Let us pray.…We give You thanks almighty God, that You have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in Your mercy You would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our lord.

C
Amen

*Benediction

P
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the ( Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
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Recessional Hymn
“You Are the Way”
LBW 464
*Dismissal
A
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
“Rejoice, the Lord is King”
Dubois[image: image22.jpg]=~
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A Nursery/Cry Room is available on the second floor of the Education Building for those who may need it.
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Everyone is invited for a time of fellowship following worship in the Gathering space after worship.

Mark Your Calendar!
Vacation Bible School
June 12th – June 15th 2023

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHNS


Youth Sunday

Today
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School


10:00 a.m.
Senior Choir


11:00 a.m.
Worship: Communion

4:30 p.m.
Choir Concert @ St. Mark’s, Butler
Monday 5/22
7:00 p.m.
Worship & Music 
Tuesday 5/23
7:00 p.m.
Confirmation Rehearsal

Thursday 5/25
1:00 p.m.
Newsletter mailing



Pentecost & Confirmation

Sunday 5/28
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School


10:00 a.m.
Senior Choir


11:00 a.m.
Worship: Communion
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Attention Gardeners and Worker Bees
Saturday, June 3, 2023 from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
We need your help! We are having a workday to “tidy-up” flower beds and landscaping around the church grounds. Please bring work gloves and a wheelbarrow, etc. We could use volunteers to divide & conquer chores...weeding, trimming shrubs & mulching.

Please contact Sharon Febinger @ 724-543-2413 or 
text 724-859-5649. Thank you for your help!

Sunday, June 4th is the date St. John’s will recognize their 2023 graduates. Graduates will be recognized on Sunday with a Fellowship hour in the Social Hall following worship and will also participate in the service. If you are a high school, college or tech school graduate or know of someone who is, please contact the church office at (724) 548-2051. Forms are available in the narthex or can be emailed to help provide the necessary information. Pictures are also needed to complete our graduate brochure and can also be emailed.  Thank you!
            Please turn in all information by Sunday, May 19th.
 Spring Concert Reminder: If you missed our Spring Concert here, there is a second concert tonight to be held at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 201 West Jefferson Street in Butler, PA @ 4:30 p.m. All are welcome!






   Pe
ntecost  Flowers

If you would like to order geraniums to be placed in the church for Pentecost on Sunday, May 28th, please complete the form below and place it in the offering plate or mail it to St. John’s Lutheran Church at 218 North Jefferson Street, Kittanning, PA. Checks should be made out to St. John’s Lutheran Church with “Pentecost flowers” in the memo line. Flowers are $5.00 each.  Deadline for ordering is Monday, May 22, 2023.
(Please indicate below the number of flowers desired)

Red Geraniums ___________ 


In Memory of:________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
Given by:____________________________________________________

In Honor of:__________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Given by:____________________________________________________

I will take my flower with me today:_______________

Please take my flower to a shut-in:_______________
St. John’s Congregation is honoring our 

over 80 members!

You are invited to enjoy a luncheon 

after 11:00 a.m. worship

Sunday, June 11, 2023
in the Social Hall

Please respond to the church office

 by June 2, 2023
724-548-2051
Katie’s Cupboard Summer Stock-Up Challenge
Feed Kids & Promote Play!

BREAKFAST

Cereal, instant oatmeal single packs & bagels.

LUNCH /DINNER


*shelf stable microwaveable dinners, tuna/hamburger helper, soups, beanie weenies, Spaghettio’s, canned ravioli, peanut butter, nut butters, jelly, vienna sausages, ramen noodle cups, pitas, pizza sauce, shelf stable parmesan & easy mac cups.

HEALTHY

fresh fruit: apples, clementines, bananas, peaches, plums, fresh veggies, fruit cups, raisins, craisins, banana chips, nuts, sunflower & pumpkin seeds, fiber one bars, veggie straws, trail mix no M&Ms, applesauce, dehydrated veggie chips, bottled water, Gatorade & whole grain fig newtons.

SNACKS

Capri sun/ juice boxes, popcorn, pop, otter pops that can befrozen, pretzels, granola bars, vanilla wafers, pudding cups, goldfish, Cheezits, peanut butter crackers, beef jerky, chips & salsa, fruit snacks, & poptarts.

SUMMER SUPPLIES

Sunscreen, first aid ointment, bug spray, toothpaste/toothbrushes, feminine hygiene products & bandaids.
FUN

Bubbles, fun dip, squirt guns, water balloons, sidewalk chalk, paint, Old maid & Uno games, frisbee, candy necklaces, jump ropes, outdoor toys, paper & crayons.

Thank you for your support!
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

Sermon
Anna Choncek, Robert John

Childrens’ Sermon
Marlee Smith

Assisting Minister
Mollie Bouch
Lectors
Calise Czekanski, Delaney Smith,


Ashlynn Zurn, Nesta Adkins
Comm. Assistants 
Brenna Zurn, Jerah Wranich,



Gage Duncan, Emily Bouch
Acolytes
Stella Venesky, Noelle Smoyer, Elizabeth Smoyer, Cassidy Smith

Ushers
Brody Hodak, Colvin Adkins, William Bouch, Mitchell Wranich


Brody Hodak, Colvin Adkins

Welcome Team
Anna Venesky, Logan Duncan, Gracie Hodak, Callie Adkins
Camera Operator
Bill Bouch
STAFF MEMBERS

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry

Julie Smith
Secretary

Christine Lettrich
Sexton

Michael Craft
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music
Rebecca Veith

Sr. Choir Accompanist

Elizabeth Cramer


The flowers on the altar this morning are presented to the Glory of God and in honor of Kendall Bailey’s 14th birthday by the Jazwinski and Bailey families.
OUR MISSION

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God.
�





