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The Boat

My life is falling apart. My work environment is toxic
and I’'m barely surviving and all you can say is, “Have
you been to church?!?”

In Scandinavia a boat usually hangs in the sanctuary
above the congregation. It is a small model. It is a
reminder that the church is the boat. The main part of
the sanctuary is called the “nave—" the same root word
as “navy.”

We, like Peter, often are caught trying to walk on water.
But the sea is not calm. The sea is chaos. The sea
has the wind and the waves of life crashing in around
us. Life is often a tempest. From where is our help to
come?

The boat is our refuge. Jesus gives us the boat in
order for us to come in out of the storm and find shelter,
comfort, peace. Itis a place of safety. When our lives
are falling apart we need the Church more, not less.
The worst thing we can do for our mental and
emotional health is neglect going to Church. That is
where we meet the Great Physician.

Worship is a gift from God. Spend time with God:
praising Him, listening to His Word for our lives, being
reminded of who we are and whose we are—we
desperately need these things. Come be fed with His
“very life to feed us.” The Lord provides.

Come out of the storm.
See you in Worship,
Pastor Johnson
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Patriotic Celebration
July 5%, 2026
St. Jobn's Lutheran Chureh
WHY? TO PRAY FOR THE NEXT 250
Patriotic Festive Worship
Patriotic Festive Music
PATRIOTIC SERMON

“True Patriots:
How to Love Your Country”

Wear Red, White and Blue

Church Family! Please pray for our Youth, as
they attend Summer Camp in July.
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You can now make a contribution to our church
through a mobile app!

To get started, download GivePlus Church for free
from the App Store or Google Play. Simply search for
“GivePlus Church” to quickly find and download the
app today. Then, you can easily make donations
directly from your smartphone using your debit/credit
card or checking/savings account.

You can also choose to donate as a guest or set up an
account that allows you to securely and conveniently
schedule recurring donations and manage and review
your giving history.

We hope you enjoy this new way to contribute to our
ministry, and thank you for your support.

1. Download the free app on your Apple or
Android phone.

2. Make one-time or recurring donations using
your debit/credit card or checking/savings
account.

3. Log in or donate as a guest.

4. Securely and conveniently manage donations
using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password.

To give through the app, search your phone’s app
store for “GivePlus Mobile” or contact the church
office.

To give from your personal computer go to:
https://secure.myvanco.com

“Give according to your income,
lest God make your income
according to your giving.”

The purpose of worshiping God with our time,
talent, treasure and testimony is to say,
“Thank You.”

For 200 years St. John's has been a
bright beacon of Christ’s light and
life for the world.

200 years and the work continues:
That all might Rnow Christ’s Love.
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~Couneil New

» Heard that 20 people participated in an awesome

property work day.

Set Generosity Sunday for October 11%.

Received thank you letter and check from

Elizabeth Cramer for the use of the sanctuary for

her students’ piano recital.

> Received thank yous from Bethesda Lutheran
Services, Lutheran Military Veterans and Families
Ministries, Lutheran World Relief, Water Missions,
Lutheran World Relief, Hope Lutheran Church
Smethport, Lutheran Bible Translators (for the
Ethiopian Seminary), Spiritual Orphans Network
(Ukraine relief) and North American Lutheran
Seminary for donations.

» Canceled the regular July Council meeting.
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A complete copy of the approved minutes from each
month is posted on bulletin boards
in the Narthex and Education Building.

Your Church Council members are always available for
your questions and concerns:

Ryan Shafer, Vice President
Bill Bouch -

724-859-2749
724-859-0359

Chris Choncek
Dean Crooks
Richard Farah

724-664-6947
724-664-2015
724-859-0049

724-664-1773
860-534-0023
412-720-9189
724-525-0962

Tammy Fleeger
Elijah Holt

Gene Jazwiniski
Patricia Kirkpatrick

Susan Neal 724-763-8331

Brendan Swanson 724-525-7255

Jill Wranich 724-902-9389
Mark Your Calendars

July 13-17 NALC Youth Camp

July 20-22 NALC- Elementary Camp

September 13 Rally Day
September 27  Progressive Workshop Luncheon

October 11 Harvest Home/Generosity Sunday
October 25 Reformation Sunday

November 8 Turkey/Ham Luncheon

December 6 Christmas Concert

God is our refuge and strength,
A wvery present help in trouble.

—Psalm 46
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Kids and Youth

July 2026

VBS decorators, helpers, and supporters!
Please let Julie Smith know if you
would like to help!
Decorating and preparing
June 29t & 30t & July 27t-31st
& August 3rd!
Help w VBS August 4t -6t

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!

« AUGUST 4™-6™ 4oy
* 5:30-7:30PM % & (
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Tractors Wanted! For “Touch a Truck” Night
for VBS, Please see Julie, if you'd like to

Registration is OPEN online for
IN-TENTS Camp 2026!

IN-TENTS

LUTHERAN CHURCH CAMP

YOUTH: JULY 13-17, 2026
ELEMENTARY: JULY 20 22,2026

ACTIVITIES:

e Worship

e Swimming

e Fellowship

* Games

e Learning

e Great food

e Friends

e Flight 93 Memorial

Sther g past®’

Folk Fest Parking
Lot Youth Group
Fundraiser!

EVENT
PARKING

Just 4, 2-hour time
slots to fill,

weather permitted.
Please see Julie, if
you and your family
can help out!
Thanks!

Youth Group

Help Prep for VBS: Dates: June 29-30
July 27-31

Help with VBS! August 4-6!
Folk Fest Fundraiser: July 30-Aug. 2
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1 Jack Griffin

2 Matthew Round

3 Lynzee Stitt,

Emily Bouch

Cassandra Scardina,
Zachary Hutchison, Julie Smith

5  Mary Olinger

6 Douglas Baker

7 Janet Means

8

9

John Henry, Jr.
Janice Heller, Sue Bryan
10 Beth Ingram
11 Kiristine Turberville, Kim Bish
12 Frank Baker, Bradley Moore
13 Patricia Olinger, Sean Hankey
14 Susan Hays, Kay Ryan
15 Bret Neyman
16 Frederick Reesman, Jr.
17 Roger Mechling, Valerie Lager, Marlee Smith
18 Jerah Wranich
22  Amy Pomaybo
23 William Heider, Matthew Minarcin,
Tyler McMahon
24 Dan Dodd, David Heider, Robert Bennett
25 Diana Ignatz, Sarah Heddinger
26 Rob Schall, Jon Tregaskes
27 Landon Crissman
30 Nickolas Keefer
31 Lisa Neyman, Larry Means, Andrew Blaney, Dana
Heller

Before You Go!

The envelope in this mailing is
provided as an opportunity for you
to catch up on your giving or in

_! :/\ ad
m anticipation of your missing a
Sunday on vacation.

St. John’s needs help in order to make it
through the summer—THANK YQOU!

God Loves a Cheerful Giver!

Throughout the Summer we are
holding two Sunday morning worship
services; 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
There is no reason to miss praising
our Lord!

SUMMER
SCHEDULE
BEGINS

Jesus is the hope of the world

We cannot remain silent anymore!

Our May Church Offerings
May May Year Budget

Offerings Receipts Budget To-Date  To-Date
Current 21,767 27,974 119,969 139,869
Operating

Benevolence 1,759 3,333 10,551 16,667
Capital

Campaign 1,508 1,655 8,299 8,275
Current Gain/
Account Income Expenses -Loss
Current Month 21,767 29,246 -7,479
Year to Date 119,969 135,701 -15,731

Summer Blessings -- Summer Generosity

May you enjoy a safe summer season as you travel,
enjoy the outdoors, and give God thanks for your
many blessings.

Remembering to give thanks, remember also how
your tithes and offerings through the summer help St.
John Lutheran Church continue to be a blessing as
we serve others in their hurts and hopes with the
good news of Jesus Christ.

Together in mission and ministry,
Your Stewardship Team

ATTE ND/\NCE

Our May Worship Attendance

May 2025 2026
1t Sunday in May 104 101
2"Sunday in May 88 114
3 Sunday in May 110 114
4™ Sunday in May 61(E) 58(L) 98
5" Sunday in May N/A 113
Average for May 105 108

Jesus is waiting fo meet you in worship
every Sunday morhning.
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Thank You for July 2026:

v To Mary Jane Dawson, Ruth Ann Hankey, Susan Neal,
and Janice Smith for helping with the June newsletter
mailing.

v To everyone who continue to support and volunteer with
the Katie’s Cupboard Ministry @ St. John’s.

v To Jeff Choncek and his class for their donations to
Katie’s Cupboard.

v To everyone who donated kitchen kits for disaster relief.
We collected 49 kits.

v To Pastor Joyce Dix-Weiers for delivering the disaster
relief kitchen kits.

v To those who helped with the Mary Anne Dalmagro
Funeral Dinner: Ruth Ann Hankey, Sharon Febinger, Toni
Smail, Mary Jane Dawson, Charlie Bleakney, Betty
Mitchell, Rose Debnar, Linda Johnston, Patty Kirkpatrick,
Connie McMaster, Tammy Fleeger, Gene Hughes, and
Darlene & Rich Farah.

v To the grounds work-day helper bees: Sharon Febinger,
Kyle, Erica, Emma and Landon Kirkpatrick, Jill, Jerah and
Mitchell Wranich, Becky & John Swanson, Ralph
Kozlowski, Dean Crooks, Cindy Geidel, Elijah & Sophia
Holt, Colvin & Tim Adkins, Bill Olinger and Robert John.

v To Dean Crooks for the portable air conditioning unit.

v To our Fellowship Hour bakers/cleaners: Cindy Geidel,
Jerah Wranich, Emily Bouch, Nancy Pierce, Lynda
Howlett, Tammy Fleeger, Toni Smail, Connie McMaster,
Jil Wranich, Deb Bouch and Pastor Johnson.

v Thank you to Sharon Febinger for the donation of items
for Children's Ministry!

v Thank you to our VBS team, who've already begun
planning and helping!

v Thank you to Vaila Clever for painting for VBS prep.

v Thank you to Robert John for your incredible help
organizing the Children and Youth Ministry rooms and
storage areas!

v Thank you to EVERYONE who continually supports our
Children's and Youth Ministries at St. Johns!

v Dear Pastor Johnson: | appreciate the invitation | received
to attend the Over 80 Luncheon. | regret | cannot attend.
| will be in Florida on my only vacation for the summer.

If I were not away, | would have accepted the invitation.
Thank you for thinking of me.

Please share my greetings to those who do attend the
luncheon.

—Pastor Kirk Bish

Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel to

say your nightly prayer. And let faith be the bridge

you build to overcome evil and welcome good.
—Maya Angelou

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, July 11t" at 8:00 a.m.
The men of St. John’s will be meeting
Saturday morning for breakfast and
study. Following the meal will be a
brief program concluding by 9:00 a.m.

Internet Streaming

CHURCH
St. John’s Live |Br05dca$t5
The St. John’s worship service is

broadcast live on You Tube each Sunday at 11.00
a.m. as well as 8:30 a.m. service Sundays.
http://www.youtube.com/@st.johnskittanning2251

Don’t forget to check out your
V|S|t US Church Web Site:
www.stjohnskittanning.orq
k Here you will find: Bulletins,
Newsletters, Morning Prayers,
E‘ Upcoming events, program

information, and more.
Altar Gllll(l

Needed for Altar Care:

We are still looking for volunteers to
help with every Sunday, can you
serve?

Congratulations to our confirmands:

Kheringtonw Ann Marie Hilty
Hadley Kane Heller
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Katie’s Cupboard
Summer Stock-Up Challenge

Feed Kids & Promote Play!

BREAKFAST
Cereal, instant oatmeal single packs, Breakfast
Bars
LUNCH /DINNER
*Shelf stable microwaveable dinners,
tuna/hamburger helper, soups, beanie
weenies, Spaghettio’s, canned ravioli, peanut
butter, nut butters, jelly, vienna sausages,
ramen noodle cups, pitas, pizza sauce, shelf
stable parmesan & easy mac cups.
HEALTHY
Fruit cups, raisins, craisins, banana chips, nuts,
sunflower & pumpkin seeds, fiber one bars,
veggie straws, trail mix no M&Ms, applesauce,
dehydrated veggie chips, bottled water,
Gatorade & whole grain fig newtons.
SNACKS
Capri sun/ juice boxes, microwaveable popcorn,
pop, otter pops that can be frozen, pretzels,
granola bars, vanilla wafers, pudding cups,
goldfish, Cheez-Its, peanut butter crackers, beef
jerky, chips & salsa, fruit snacks, & pop tarts.
SUMMER SUPPLIES
Sunscreen, first aid ointment, bug spray,
toothpaste/toothbrushes, feminine hygiene
products & Band-Aids.
FUN
Bubbles, fun dip, squirt guns, water balloons,
sidewalk chalk, paint, Old Maid & UNO games,
frisbee, candy necklaces, jump ropes, outdoor
toys, paper & crayons.

Thank you for your support!

Women’s Bible Study

will be canceled for
July and August.
See you again in September.

Jd
oY ) -FJ I
i
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Music Ministry
CHURCH MUSIC NOTES
Choir members, just a few reminders. If you still
have any music from this year, please drop it off in
the choir room for filing as soon as possible. Thank
you.

Also, if you have any repairs needed for your robes,
please pull them out and place on the piano bench in
the choir room.

Thanks to all of you who are providing special
music this summer in the anthem slot-we really
appreciate your participation during worship.

Don't forget, choir rehearsals will resume the
Wednesday after Labor Day. It would be great to
see some new faces!

Rebecca Veith
Organist/Director of Music

SHELL — A scallop shell, often shown pointing
downward with three drops of water falling from it,
is a Christian symbol of baptism and the washing
away of sin. The three drops of water represent the
Trinity: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
From the earliest centuries of the church, the shell
was connected with baptism because it could be
used to pour water over a person’s head. In a time
when many baptisms took place in rivers, lakes or
outdoor settings, a simple shell served as a natural
vessel, reminding believers that God uses humble,
ordinary things to accomplish sacred purposes.
Today, the scallop shell continues to appear in
baptismal fonts, church art and Christian design. It
quietly proclaims the message of baptism: washed
by grace, claimed by God and welcomed into the
family of faith.
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Deborah Lynn Bouch
’ Deborah graduated from Lenape on
‘; May 21, 2026, as a Certified
Medical Assistant & Phlebotomy
Technician. She has been a
member of St. John’s for nine years.
MEET OUR 2026 peporah was baptised in 1984, at
GRADUATES St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in
Adrian. Her involvement at St. John’s has been Bell
Choir, Sr. Choir, Altar Guild, Fellowship Committee, and,
Worship & Music Committee. Deborah enjoys baking and
cooking with family and friends, being a band mom and
Girl Scouts. Her future plans are to work at Armstrong
Primary Care in Kittanning

Emily Jane Bouch
Emily is the daughter of Bill
and Debbie Bouch and
graduated on June 5, 2026,
from Armstrong Jr/Sr High
School. She has been a
member of St. John’s for nine
years being baptized on
November 23, 2008, and
confirmed on June 5, 2022.

Her high school
accomplishments include
National Honor  Society,

Quizbow! (Secretary), Barbell
Club  (Treasurer), Taiko,
musical, marching band, concert band, chorus, county
band, county chorus, treble choir, tennis, and Culture
Club. Her involvement at St. John’s has been acolyte,
communion assistant, assisting minister, youth group,
bible bowl, VBS volunteer, Ignition, QUAKE, bells and
choir. Emily’s future plans are to attend Clarion University
and major in early childhood and elementary education
while being part of the honors program.

Ashleigh Choncek
Ashleigh is the daughter of
Jeff & Wendy Choncek and
graduated on May 25, 2022,
from Armstrong Jr/Sr. High
School. She has been a life-
long member of St. John’s
being baptized in May of
2004, and confirmed May 20,
2018.  Ashleigh graduated
Summa Cum Laude from
Duquesne University

Beverley Kozuch
Beverley is the daughter
of Valerie Lager and
step-daughter to Dennis
Lager. She has been a
life-long member of St.
John’s being baptized
on January 9, 1995.

Beverley graduated
from UPMC Harrisburg
Osteopath  Residency

Program in June 2026.
She has been accepted
to the UPMC Infectious
Disease Fellowship in
Pittsburgh and will start
in July.

Baptism is the foundation
on which we dance!

Elizabeth Ashley Shafer

Elizabeth is the daughter of
Ryan & Sara Shafer and
graduated on December 14,
2025, from the University of
Pittsburgh where she majored
in Chemistry. Elizabeth was
baptized November 17, 2002,
and has been a life-long
member of St. John’s. Her
collegiate  accomplishments
include certificate of business,
undergraduate teaching
assistant in organic chemistry,
and new member educator of
Phi Sigma Rho. Elizabeth
enjoys hiking, biking, cooking
and playing the piano. She
plans to work as a Chemist in
a lab.
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Eva Shafer
Eva is the daughter of
Ryan & Sara Shafer
and graduated on May
17, 2026, from Bucknell
University where she
majored in Civil
Engineering. Eva is
a lifelong member of St.
John’s, being baptized
on November 2, 2003,
and confirmed May 20,
2018, at St. John’s. Her
collegiate
accomplishments
2 < include member of Chi
EpS|Ion Civil Englneerlng Honor Society, Tau Beta Pi
Engineering Honor Society, Consecutive Dean’s List
recipient for entire academic career. In her free time Eva
enjoys golf, pickleball, spikeball, volleyball and going to
the beach. Her future plans include working as a highway
design engineer at AECOM in Pittsburgh, PA

Marlee Smith
Marlee is the daughter
of Matthew and Julia
Smith and graduated
on June 5, 2026, from
Armstrong Jr/Sr High
School. She has been
a member of St. John’s
for 15 vyears, being
baptized on October 9,
2011, and confirmed
on June 5, 2022. Her
high school

accomplishments
include National Honor
Society  (President),
All-State Choir (2024,
2025, 2026), All-

- Eastern Choir (2025),
Regional Band (2025, 2026) and Honor Roll. Her
involvement at St. John’s has been VBS volunteer, Jr.
Choir & Bells, acolyte, lector, communion assistant, Bible
Bowl, QUAKE, Praise Band, NALC Summer camp, day
camp, and Assisting Minister. Her extracurricular
activities consist of NHS, Outreach Club, musical, choir,
vocal ensemble, concert band, marching band drum
major, softball catcher, and hunting with her dad. She
enjoys singing & songwriting, piano, guitar, flute, ukulele,
and Bible studies. Marlee’s future plans are to attend
Messiah University to major in Music Education with a
focus in Commercial Music. She will also be pursuing her
personal career in Christian singing, songwriting,
production, and performing music.

Jerah Lynae Wranich

Jerah is the daughter of
Nick & Jill Wranich and
graduated on June 5,
2026, from Armstrong Jr/Sr
High School. She has been
a member of St. John'’s for
10 years, being baptized
on October 21, 2008, and
confirmed on June 5, 2022.
Her high school
accomplishments include
National Honor Society,
choir, musical, Taiko, color
guard, Unified Buddies,
NHS, Leo Club, Yearbook
Club, Social Sciences
Club, and Culture Club.
Jerah’s involvement at St '
John’s includes Praise Band, Bible Bowl, VBS volunteer,
youth group, Bible studies and acolyte. She also enjoys
dance. Jerah’s future plans are to attend Slippery Rock
University to major in Special Education and Early
Childhood.

You are created in

the image of God!
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July 5

Assisting Ministers Karen Waugaman (E)
Gene Hughes (L)
Lectors Jerah Wranich (E)
Sophia Holt (L)

Comm Assistants  Karen Waugaman & Jill Wranich (E)
Sophia & Elijah Holt (L)

Acolytes TBA (E)
TBA (L)

Camera Operators Nick Wranich (E)
Bill Bouch (L)

July 12

Assisting Ministers John Swanson (E)
Keith Livengood (L)
Lectors Patty Kirkpatrick (E)
Roger Mechling (L)

Comm Assistants Becky Swanson & Kyle Kirkpatrick (E)
Acolytes TBA (E)
Lucas Bowser (L)
Robert John (E)

Bill Bouch (L)

Camera Operators

July 19

Assisting Ministers Robert John (E)
Mollie Bouch (L)
Lectors Rich Farah (E)
Charlie Bleakney (L)

Nancy Pierce & Robert John(E)
Lance & Christine Whiteman (L)
Anna Venesky (E)

Callie Adkins (L)

Nick Wranich (E)

Bill Bouch (L)

Comm Assistants
Acolytes

Camera Operators

July 26

Assisting Ministers Julie Smith (E)
Cheryl Mechling (L)
Lector Marlee Smith (E)
Chris Choncek (L)

Comm Assistants Cassidy & Delaney Smith (E)
Acolytes TBA (E)
Colvin Adkins (L)
Robert John (E)

Bill Bouch (L)

Camera Operators

Is Jesus the object
of your affection?

JULY

Altar Guild:
(E) Rich and Darlene Farah, Linda Charley
(L) Cindy Geidel, Sara Shafer, Rose Montgomery

Money Counters: Susan Neal, Ryan Shafer,
Tammy Fleeger

Ushers: Bill Olinger, Jarrod Olinger, Ryan Shafer,
Roger Mechling

WA

The, G'° 5
Children'sH8u

Children’s Hour:
See you all in the Fall!

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff:

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry Julie Smith
Secretary Angela B. Clever
Sexton Robert John

Rebecca Veith
Elizabeth Cramer

Director of Music/Organist
Sr. Choir Accompanist

“Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.”

=L =t

COURT HoUusE

“"Well, I try to count it all joy when
I encounter various trials..."”
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July

St. John's Lutheran Chureh

Mon Fri Sat
28 Fifth Sunday after of Pentecost ~ Green 29 30 1 2 3 4
OFFICE CLOSED
8:30 Worship - Communion
1100 Worship: Communion . [
12:00 Over 80 Luncheon Sp e ﬂ
“Htl, o€ \)uly
5 Sixh Sunday after Pentecost  Green 6 7 8 9 10 11
8:00 Men’s
8:30 Worship: Communion Breakfast
11:00 Worship: Communion
12 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost Green 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30 Worship: Communion  Pray for: Pray for: Pray for: Pray for: Pray for:
11:00 Worship NALC YOUTH NALC YOUTH NALC YOUTH NALC YOUTH NALC YOUTH
CAMP CAMP CAMP CAMP CAMP
19 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost Green 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:30 Worship: Communion . . 1:00 Newslett f
: ; : Pray for: Pray for: U Newsletier mailing
11:00 Worship: Communion EeraIYCfor. NAIYC NAIYC
ELEMENTARY ELEMENTARY ELEMENTARY
Camp Camp Camp
26 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost Green 27 28 29 30 31

8:30 Worship: Communion
11:00 Worship




