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May 22, 2022
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE

St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church.
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word
this morning as we celebrate the Sixth Sunday of Easter. Please register
your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is
celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays.
All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s
Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 22, 2022
Prayer upon entering God's House:
Bless us, O Lord, with a reverent sense of Your presence so that we may be
still and worship You. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
PRELUDE

“Adagio in E Major”

Bridge

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We worship this day in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God.
Silence for self-examination.
P Holy and gracious God,
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin
I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am
ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus
Christ I ask forgiveness.
P The Almighty and Merciful Lord grants you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins. In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
P

*OPENING HYMN

“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”

WOV 674

*GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*KYRIE

*Those who are able, please stand

LBW—Green Hymnal

WOV—Blue Hymnal

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P
Let us pray.
O God, from whom all good things come: Lead us by the inspiration of
Your Spirit to think those things which are right, and by Your goodness
help us to do them; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
FIRST LESSON:
Acts 16:9–15
A
The First Lesson is from the sixteenth chapter of Acts.
9

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was
standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and
help us.” 10 And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought

to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach
the gospel to them.
11

So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace,
and the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is
a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We
remained in this city some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went
outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place
of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come
together. 14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city
of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The
Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And
after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us,
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my
house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.
A

Here ends the reading.

PSALM:

May God be merciful to | us and bless us,*
show us the light of his countenance, and | come to us.
2
Let your ways be known | upon earth,*
your saving health a- | mong all nations.
3
Let the peoples praise | you, O God;*
let all the | peoples praise you.
4
Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy,*
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations | upon earth. R
5
Let the peoples praise | you, O God;*
let all the | peoples praise you.
6
The earth has brought | forth her increase;*
may God, our own God, give | us his blessing.
7
May God give | us his blessing,*
and may all the ends of the earth stand in | awe of him. R

Psalm 67

SECOND LESSON:
Revelation 21:10, 22-27,22:1-5
A
The Second Lesson is from the twenty-first chapter of Revelation.

Chapter 21
10

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from
God, 22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God
the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon
to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the
Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will
bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and
there will be no night there. 26 They will bring into it the glory and the
honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor
anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are
written in the Lamb's book of life.
Chapter 22
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the
middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree
of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will
there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will
be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and
his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They
will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and
they will reign forever and ever.
A

Here ends the reading.

*VERSE

GOSPEL:
John 14:23–29
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fourteenth chapter.

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and
my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home
with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And
the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.
23

“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will
teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said
to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the
world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let
them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will
come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am
going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have
told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may
25

L

The Gospel of the Lord.

CHILDREN'S SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON

“One There is, Above All Others”

LBW 298

The Reverend Dr. Amy C. Little

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*THE PRAYERS

Let us pray to our risen Savior on behalf of the Church, the world, and
one another.
A brief silence

Lord Jesus, blessed Bridegroom, thank you for making us your beloved
Bride, even giving your life for us! Thank you for making your Church,
now troubled by evils within and without, the glorious New Jerusalem!
Thank you for promising us joy in our fellowship with you and one
another! Lord in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
(Other intercessions are offered.)
L
Into your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD.
C Amen
*PEACE

P The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C And also with you.
SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM
“This Little Light”
arr. Raney
With the Junior Choir and Cassidy Smith - Percussion
*OFFERTORY

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Let us pray.
A Blessed are You,
C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through Your goodness
You have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to Your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that You have made, for the sake of Him who
gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty
and everliving God. But chiefly we are bound to praise You for the
glorious resurrection of our Lord; for He is the true Passover Lamb who
gave Himself to take away our sin, who by His death has destroyed
death, and by His rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with
Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise Your name and join
their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P Blessed are You, LORD of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen
world, You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him
should not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the
salvation You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now
Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a
living faith as He comes to us in His holy supper.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
*THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

COMMUNION HYMNS
*COMMUNION

LBW 203, 377, 558, 363, 200

All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present
In the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us.
Gluten-Free Communion Wafers are available, please inform the Pastor of your needs.

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in His grace.
C Amen
*CANTICLE

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A Let us pray.…We give You thanks almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray
that in Your mercy You would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of
Jesus Christ our LORD.
C Amen
*BENEDICTION

P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and
give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

“Beautiful Savior”

RECESSIONAL HYMN

LBW 518

*DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Toccata in G Major”

Buybois

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015. Scripture quotations
are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
CCLI Streaming License #11425682.

A Nursery/Cry Room is available on the second floor of the Education Building for
those who may need it.

Please welcome the Rev. Dr. Amy C. Little as she comes to celebrate
the 35th anniversary of Pastor Johnson’s ordination. She has been
married for 28 years to her husband Jeff. Together they have been
blessed with 2 children: Noah, 24 who is married to Alyssa, and living
in Pasadena, California; and Anna, 20, is a student at the United States
Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, CO. Pastor Little has a
Beagle Pomeranian mix named Calico. She attended Ohio University,
BS zoology; Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus Ohio; and received a
doctorate at Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. Hobbies
include walking her dog, creating graphic designs, making quilts and
other crafty things, and cooking. Her favorite Bible verse is, “Rejoice
always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." 1 Thessalonians 5:16-17.

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
TODAY

9:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Sunday School
Senior Choir
Worship: Communion
Celebration Reception

Monday 5/23

6:30 p.m.

Youth Group

7:00 p.m.

Worship & Music Meeting

Wednesday 5/25 7:30 p.m.

Senior Choir

Thursday 5/26

Children’s Hour Field Trip
Catechism
Catechism

Sunday 5/29

9:30 a.m.
2:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Worship: Rock of Our Salvation
Sunday School
Senior Choir
Worship

Pentecost Flowers
If you would like to order geraniums to be placed in the church for Pentecost
on Sunday, June 5th, please complete the form below and place it in the
offering plate or mail it to St. John’s Lutheran Church at 218 N. Jefferson
Street., Kittanning. Checks should be made out to St. John’s Lutheran Church
with “Pentecost flowers” in the memo line. Flowers are $5.00 each. Deadline
for ordering is Friday, May 27th.

(Please indicate below the number of flowers desired)

Red Geraniums ___________

In Memory of:____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Given by:_______________________________________________
In Honor of:_____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Given by:_______________________________________________

I will take my flower with me today:_______________
Please take my flower to a shut-in:_______________

Stocking Event for Katie’s Cupboard
More than 38 million people including 12 million children in the U.S.
experience food insecurity, leaving families to make hard choices between
paying bills or buying groceries. Together, let’s help everyone get enough
to eat.
Suggested food pantry items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canned tuna, ham or chicken
Beef stew, chili or hearty soups
Peanut butter and jelly
Canned fruit
Pasta sauce
Cereal
Toiletries
Paper products

Donations to Katie’s Cupboard can be left in the church or in the
cupboard at any time. In addition, volunteers will be on hand
Saturday, June 4th, 2022 from 10 AM-Noon to accept your donations
of non-perishable items for the cupboard or monetary gifts.
Thank you for helping this ministry to meet the needs of our
community!

Attention Gardeners and Worker Bees
We need your help! We are having a workday
to “tidy-up” flower beds and landscaping
around the church grounds.
Saturday, June 4, 2022 7:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Please bring work
gloves and a wheelbarrow, etc. We could use volunteers to divide &
conquer chores...weeding, trimming shrubs & mulching.
Please contact Sharon Febinger @ 724-543-2413 or text 724-8595649. Thank you for your help!

A Letter from Bishop Selbo:
We encourage you to be praying for the people in Ukraine, for the
families torn apart by the war, for the humanitarian efforts that will be
needed for some time, as well as for the hearts of the leaders of Russia
and Ukraine to find ways to bring this conflict to an end, to move
forward in ways that would lead to peace, and that people would be
drawn to the One in whom all lasting peace is found, the Lord Jesus
Christ.
The following prayer for Ukraine is offered for your use, individually, as
families and in your congregations:
Gracious God, we come to You as people who know we have fallen
short of Your call, who are in daily need of Your forgiveness and grace,
and who have no lasting hope apart from the promises we have in
Jesus. And yet we come with thankful and expectant hearts, knowing
that You have promised to hear and to answer prayer.
We pray for You to be working in the hearts and the lives of the people
in Russia and the Ukraine who are caught in this senseless war and
whose lives are being torn apart because of the conflict. We pray for
the families who have been separated from their loved ones, for those
who have been physically hurt as a result of the fighting, and for those
lives that have been lost. We pray, Lord, that You would open doors for
peace talks and negotiations to happen that would bring an end to the
war and that would save the lives of many for whom our Lord Jesus
died.
Work through the nations of our world, through their governments, the
United Nations, and through those leaders who have authority and
opportunity to influence and impact what is happening in Christhonoring ways. Be with our missionaries and mission agencies — that
their work would be a witness to the love You have for all people, and
to the desire You have for Your world that we would live in peace.
Help us to never lose sight of the promises we have in Jesus and to
never lose hope in the One who, through His cross and resurrection
from the dead, has overcome the world. In His most holy and precious
name we pray. Amen.
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
—John 16:33 NIV

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS
Assisting Minister
Lector
Communion Assistants
Acolytes
Greeters
Camera Operator

Gene Hughes
Charlesetta Bleakney
Eva Shafer, Connie & Anna Choncek
Robert John, Mollie Bouch, Cassidy Smith
The Swansons
Nick Wranich

STAFF MEMBERS
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry
Secretary
Sexton
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music
Sr. Choir Accompanist

Julie Smith
Christine Lettrich
Michael Craft
Rebecca Veith
Elizabeth Cramer

OUR MISSION
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God,
each other, our community and our world. We will humbly and lovingly serve
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God.

