St. Jobhn's Lutheran Church
218 North Jefferson Street
Kittanning, Pennsylvania 16201
Phone (724) 548-2051 Home: 724-548-5512
Church Web Site: www.stjohnskittanning.org
Church e-mail: stjohnskittanning@gmail.com
The Rev. Carl A. Johnson, Pastor

September 20, 2026
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE

“He told them,
Youalso 7
go and

MATTHEW 20:4, NIV

St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church.
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in worship this morning as
we celebrate the Seventeenth Sunday of Pentecost. Please register your
attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is
celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays.
All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s
Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us.


http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/
mailto:stjohnskittanning@gmail.com

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST (PROPER 20) SEPT 20, 2026

Prayer upon entering God's House:

Gracious God, we pray that You will draw us all nearer to You. Strengthen the
devotion of those who are falling away and inspire anew all those whose
doubts burden them. In the matchless name of Jesus. Amen.

PRELUDE “Holy Manna” arr. Wood

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the "® Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for self-examination.

P Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen

P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C Amen

*OPENING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” LBW 551

*GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

*Those who are able, please stand LBW—Green Hymnal WOV—BIlue Hymnal
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy
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@ For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and forthe u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor- ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men
*HYMN OF PRAISE
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® Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us



\EEA

P— ] 1 " T T I
=2 44 )] ¢ = 2 Jol) | J7 ¢4
'y} . o g & 1
free to be peo-ple of God. Pow - er and rich - es and wis- dom and
Nae ,
| [ » I | s 1 y I ]
ﬁ; H P F F F P~y F | | 1 1 | I | I & 1
I\JI I ! 11 ! } 1 ! z J_H—J ;} I al' < ”
strength, and hon - or and bless-ing and glo- ry are his.
1 ]
= | 2|
| | &+ [ 1
I 1 )
- ia.
Nu . . . .
A e ——1 = ——— ———1
= ——a—  ——,—, ————
'y} o - v T T
Sing with all the peo - ple of God and join in the
Ne | , ,
K et 11 —— ——
& 2 dJl) s 42 o2 o)) 1l e 4]
'Y) < i e T o @ |
hymn of all cre - a- tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
Nu .
| .7 AT 1 =Y I | 1 | |
ﬁ) H o P F P . P | | T | I | I & 1
7] P | T ¢
[ANAV. | 1| 11 I I | = 1 1
.) | T T | T = a‘
might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men
N« ,
|7 A I o | | T 1 = | T PR | | T+
| Py 1 | | 1 P 1
ry) T l e l
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
N = . .
| .7 AT M [T | [ V=Y [ | [T | Il |
[ | | 1 . o F F F o P | T 1 | I I Il |
HEN T | | A 7]
1 = i 1 2 i ! L1 ! i 1 ! H_d_d:‘Fﬂ

has be - gun his reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
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® The Lord be with you. And al - so with you

P Let us pray.

Lord God, You call us to work in Your vineyard and leave no one
standing idle. Set us to our tasks in the work of Your kingdom, and help
us to order our lives by Your wisdom; through Your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

C Amen



FIRST LESSON: JONAH 3:10—4:11
The First Lesson is from the third and fourth chapters of Jonah.

“When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way,
God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and
he did not do it.

4 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2And he
prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD, is not this what | said when |
was yet in my country? That is why | made haste to flee to Tarshish; for
| knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. 3 Therefore
now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die
than to live.” * And the LORD said, “Do you do well to be angry?”

5> Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, till he should see
what would become of the city. ® Now the LORD God appointed a plant
and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his
head, to save him from his discomfort So Jonah was exceedingly glad
because of the plant. ” But when dawn came up the next day, God
appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered. 8 When
the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat
down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked that he
might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” ® But God said
to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for the plant?” And he said, “Yes,
| do well to be angry, angry enough to die.” '® And the LORD said, “You
pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow,
which came into being in a night and perished in a night. "' And should
not | pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000
persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much
cattle?”

A Here ends the reading




PSALM: PSALM 145:1-8
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I will exalt you, my ! God and king,
and bless your name forev- | er and ever.
2Every day ! will | bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.
3Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised!
There is no end ! to your greatness.
“One generation shall praise your works ! to another
and shall de- ! clare your power.
51 will speak of the glorious splendor ! of your majesty
and all your ! marvelous works.
5They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts,
and | will re-! count your greatness.
"They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness.
8The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.

SECOND LESSON: PHILIPPIANS 1:21-30
The Second Lesson is from the first chapter of Philippians.

21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. ?2If | am to live in the
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which | shall choose | cannot
tell. 21 am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and
be with Christ, for that is far better. 2 But to remain in the flesh is more
necessary on your account. 2° Convinced of this, | know that | will
remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith,
% 350 that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus,
because of my coming to you again.

27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that
whether | come and see you or am absent, | may hear of you that you
are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the
faith of the gospel, 22 and not frightened in anything by your opponents.
This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation,
and that from God. ?° For it has been granted to you that for the sake of
Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake,

30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw | had and now hear that |
still have.

A Here ends the reading



*VERSE
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - Im - ia

GOSPEL.: MATTHEW 20:1-16
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 20th chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. ? After agreeing
with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard.

3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, “and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and
whatever is right | will give you.’ ® So they went. Going out again about
the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. ¢ And about the
eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to
them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ ’ They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You go into the
vineyard too.” 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said
to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning
with the last, up to the first.” ° And when those hired about the eleventh
hour came, each of them received a denarius. ' Now when those hired
first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also
received a denarius. ' And on receiving it they grumbled at the master
of the house, ?saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.” '® But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing
you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? '* Take what
belongs to you and go. | choose to give to this last worker as | give to
you. " Am I not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me?
Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ '® So the last will be first, and the
first last.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
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CHILDREN'S SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY “Take My Life That | May Be” LBW 406
SERMON God'’s Overflowing Generosity
THE RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS Page 198

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. ” Each one must
give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make
all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all
times, you may abound in every good work. —2 Corinthians 9:6-8

Helen Biehl and Lorhetta M. Odonnell
Corbin and Pat Bowser
334.
33.
300.
166.
134.

*THE PRAYERS
Let us pray for the Church, the world, and for one another.

Thank you, Father, for calling Matthew, and us, to be your disciples and
workers in your Kingdom'’s vineyard! Thank you for seeking us to do
your work, even when others disapprove. Give us grace to hear your
call and strength to do your will. Thank you for the wages of everlasting
life and salvation and for your pleasure in us.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

(Other intercessions are offered.)

P Into Your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen

*PEACE
P The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C And also with you.

ANTHEM “How Can | Keep from Singing” arr. Fettke
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pres - ence, and give us a fore- taste of the feast to come.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Let us pray.

A Blessed are You,

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through Your goodness
You have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to Your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that You have made, for the sake of Him who
gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

(=&
& e
KV o o ® o 9 °® 5 O gl b P i_d_d—d_H
o) h h — —_
® The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you
N4
| A 1T K Il | | ] T T 1 M I}
@ £ | —— N N — —1|
P g
- [§ ] Py =
[y ~—— S~—
®  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
N«
A n
. &
oJ —°®

® Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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PREFACE

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P Blessed are You, LORD of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen
world You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should
not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation
You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy
Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as
He comes to us in His holy supper.

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



*THE LORD'S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMNS WOV 205, 358, 777, 709
*COMMUNION

All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present
In the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us.
Gluten-Free Communion Wafers are available, please inform the Pastor of your needs.

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in His grace.
C Amen



*CANTICLE
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Let ev-’ry-one who seeks the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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He re- calls his prom - is- es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu- ia. Al- le-lu - ia.

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A Let us pray....Pour out upon us the Spirit of Your love, O Lord, and
unite the wills of those whom You have fed with one heavenly food:
through Jesus Christ our Lord. C Amen

*BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and
give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the ¥ Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

ry) l

A - men
CLOSING HYMN “Blessing and Honor” LBW 525
*DISMISSAL

A Goin peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Rigaudon” arr. Fox

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015. English Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.

Everyone is invited for a time of fellowship following
(ﬁ,hfw worship in the Gathering space.

You can't outgive God,
No matter how much you try.



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

Today 9:45a.m.  Sunday School
10:00 a.m.  Senior Choir
11:00 a.m.  Worship: Communion

Tuesday 9/22 6:15—-7:30 p.m. SPARK Kick-off

Wednesday 9/23 7:00 a.m.  See You at the Pole
9:30 p.m.  Children’s Hour
6:15 p.m.  Senior Bells
6:30 p.m.  P.J.’s Bible Study
7:30 p.m.  Senior Choir

Thursday 9/24 9:30 a.m.  Children’s Hour
2:45 p.m.  Catechism
7:00 p.m.  Catechism

Sunday 9/27 9:45a.m.  Sunday School
10:00 a.m.  Senior Choir
11:00 a.m.  Worship
Progressive workshop luncheon following church
12:30 - 1:15 p.m.  Service Project

Mark Your Calendars

Sept 27 Progressive Workshop Dinner

Oct 11 Generosity Sunday / Harvest Home
Oct 25 Reformation Sunday

Nov 8 Turkey / Ham Dinner

Dec 6 Christmas Concert

Electronic Giving is Good for

VANE-.;O You and the Church
== You can now make a contribution to our church
-l W — through a mobile app!

Scan the QR code for St. John’s Lutheran Church: Options Include: Local
Expenses, Improvement Fund, Benevolence, Capital Appeal, Evangelism,
Sunday School, Youth, World Hunger, Katie’s Cupboard and Other. When
choosing “Other” please indicate which fund you are contributing to.
Thank you for supporting your church.

“Give according to your income,
lest God make your income
according to your giving.”




We . Pastor’s Sunday School Class . . .
' el ... will be an adventure through the book of
: Acts of the Apostles. How the Holy Spirit worked
through the early church is instructive for our life of
faith today.

JOIN
the Wednesday Bible Study

Women’s Ordination 6:30 pm
STUDY ~GROUP

Internet Streaming CHURCH
St. John’s Live Bro dcaStS
The St. John’s worship service is broadcast live ek
on You Tube each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. as well

as 8:30 a.m. service Sundays.
http://www.youtube.com/@st.johnskittanning2251

Visit Us Don’t forget to check out your Church Web
Site: www.stjohnskittanning.org
Here you will find: Bulletins, Newsletters, Morning

E‘ Prayers, Upcoming events, program information, and
more.
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Needed for Altar Care:
We are still looking for volunteers to help with
every Sunday, can you serve?

Heading into the hospital?

If you or a member of your family is gg ¥ )
hospitalized, please contact the office 00005 EDDS
@ 724-548-2051. Because of confidentiality [ | 00|~ [[|

issues, the hospitals are not as helpful in
notifying us as they once were.
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http://www.pediatriabasadaenpruebas.com/2017/05/de-la-ley-151997-las-nuevas-formas-de.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://www.youtube.com/@st.johnskittanning2251
http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/

30 MIN. SERVE!
SEPT 29™

YOU Pick the TIME!
Sign up w QR below,
by Sun. the 26th

What will we be doing:
G2 Preparing bags for
people in need from our food pantry & organizing items
Extras: You can bring items in

as well.

Who Can Come? Kids & Families
& Students




SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

Assisting Ministers Kay Thorell
Lectors Richard Thorell
Comm Assistants Charlie Bleakney, Karina Blose

Susan Neal, Susan Barto
Acolytes TBD
Camera Operator Bill Bouch

STAFF MEMBERS

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry Julie Smith
Secretary Angela B. Clever
Sexton TBD
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith
Sr. Choir Accompanist Elizabeth Cramer

The flowers on the altar this morning are
presented to the Glory to God and in loving

(f“")l : s memory of Dick Laube, given by his wife
WA Dorothy Laube.
OUR MISSION

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God,
each other, our community and our world. We will humbly and lovingly serve
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God.

St. John's is a group of sinners GRACE
who have been claimed by God A

to gather in this place, to worship Him,
to learn about Him, to bask in His love, ,
to share His love with other people St. Joh's Lutheran Church
and to spread that love with the entire world] """ ™
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