St. John's Lutheran Church

218 North Jefferson Street
Kittanning, Pennsylvania 16201
Phone (724) 548-2051 Home: 724-548-5512
Church Web Site: www.stjohnskittanning.org
Church e-mail: stjohnskittanning@gmail.com
The Rev. Carl A. Johnson, Pastor

December 7, 2025
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church.
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in worship this morning as
we celebrate the Second Sunday of Advent. Please register your attendance
in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated the
first and third Sundays of each month and on Festival Sundays. All who are
baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper are
invited to receive this Sacrament with us.


http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 7, 2025

Prayer upon entering God's House:

Gracious God, You give us so much. We thank You for those whom You have
blessed with the good news of the gospel for proclamation. May they be
faithful. Continue Your call to men and women for the full time ministry of Your
church. Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

PRELUDE “Wachet auf ruft und die stimme” Bach

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the % Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for self-examination.

P Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen

P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C Amen

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway” LBW 26

*GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

*Those who are able, please stand LBW—Green Hymnal WOV—BIlue Hymnal
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Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

whose blood set us
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® The Lord be with you. And al - so with you

P Let us pray.

Almighty God, You once called John the Baptist to give witness to the coming
of Your Son and to prepare His way. Grant us, Your people, the wisdom to see
Your purpose today and the openness to hear Your will, that we may witness
to Christ's coming and so prepare His way; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

BELL ANTHEM “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” arr. Krug



FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-10

A The First Lesson is from the eleventh chapter of Isaiah.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
°The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
SRighteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
5The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.
%They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
'°On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
A Here ends the reading.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE LBW 34, v. 1-2

ADVENT READING



PSALM PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19
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'Give the king your jus- ! tice, O God,

and your righteousness to ! the king's son;
that he may rule your ! people righteously
and the ! poor with justice;

3that the mountains may bring prosperity ! to the people,

and the ! hills, in righteousness.
“Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.

*May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,

from one generation ! to another.
5Let him come down like rain upon ! the mown field,
like showers that wa- ! ter the earth.

’In his time may the ! righteous flourish;

and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.
8Blessed are you, LORD GoD, the | God of Israel;
you alone do | wondrous deeds!

"And blessed be your glorious | name forever,

and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- I men. R

SECOND LESSON: Romans 15:4-13
A The Second Lesson is from the fifteenth chapter of Romans.

4For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction,
so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures
we might have hope. °May the God of steadfastness and
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus, 8so that together you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed
you, for the glory of God. ®For | tell you that Christ has become a
servant of the circumcised, on behalf of the truth of God in order that he
might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, ®and in order that
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
"Therefore, | will confess you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name";
%and again he says,
"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people";
"and again,
"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him";



2and again Isaiah says,
"The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope."
BMay the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
A Here ends the reading.
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the third chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, o Lord.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, ?"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near."
3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.™

“Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. °Then the
people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the
region along the Jordan, 8and they were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruit worthy of repentance. °Do not
presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for |
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
"°Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

"I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more
powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. '?His winnowing fork is



in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire."

L The Gospel of the Lord.
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CHILDREN'S SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptists Cry” LBW 36

SERMON

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the
Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen

*THE PRAYERS
As we await the coming of Christ in mercy and majesty, let us pray for
the Church, the world, and for all people according to their need.

A brief silence

Come quickly, Lord! Thank you for promising to deliver us from sin,
death and the devil — but even so, come quickly! Thank you for being
our King, Savior, Healer, and Redeemer — but come quickly to
establish Your reign, perfectly and forever.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

(Other intercessions are offered)



L Into your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD.
C Amen

*PEACE
P The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C And also with you.

ANTHEM “Come, Emmanuel” Besig
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pres - ence, and give us a fore- taste of the feast to come.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Blessed are You,

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through Your goodness
You have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to Your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that You have made, for the sake of Him who
gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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® The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.



P Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
0t
= |
s = E : f
) ’ [ ] [0 ]
® Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
N a4
2 v, ! r— T 1  —] 7 r Y ; |
|7 A % 1 | ] 1 | | 1 | ] | Il |
) S~
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty
and ever living God. You comforted Your people with the promise of
the Redeemer, through whom You will also make all things new in the
day when He comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so,
with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise Your
name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P Blessed are You, LORD of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen
world, You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him
should not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the
salvation You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now
Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a
living faith as He comes to us in His holy supper.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMNS LBW 198, 22, 25, 28, WOV 740
*COMMUNION

All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present
In the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us.
(Gluten-Free Communion Wafers are available, please inform the Pastor of your needs)

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in His grace. C Amen
*CANTICLE
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@ Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A Let us pray.... Almighty God, You gave Your Son both as a sacrifice
for sin and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive Him always with
thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to His; through the same Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C Amen

*BENEDICTION
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and
give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

Do —(
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RECESSIONAL HYMN “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” LBW 29
*DISMISSAL

A Goin peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “People, Look East” arr. Wood

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015. Scripture quotations
are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright® 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
CCLI Streaming License #11425682

A Nursery/Cry Room is available on the second floor of the Education Building for
those who may need it.

hour Everyone is invited for a time of fellowship following worship
in the Gathering space.

e

Don’t forget to check out your Church Web Site:
www.stjohnskittanning.org
Here you will find: Bulletins, Newsletters, Morning Prayers,

Visit US
Upcoming events and program information, Youth Events

including photos from the recent QUAKE trip, and more. %‘
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Electronic Giving is Good for

.\’A N CO You and the Church

Wy To Join i The Wontlp @ Gins  You can how make a contribution to our
| church through a mobile app!
4:4‘; /\

Scan the QR code for St. John’s Lutheran Church: Options
Include: Local Expenses, Improvement Fund, Benevolence,
Capital Appeal, Evangelism, Sunday School, Youth, World
Hunger, Katie’s Cupboard and Other. When choosing
“Other” please indicate which fund you are contributing
to. Thank you for supporting your church.

“Give according to your income,
lest God make your income
according to your giving.”

- Internet Streaming
CHURCH ’ :
Bro_ dcasts St. John’s Live Broadcast
] The St. John’s worship service is broadcast live on
\ 1‘ You Tube each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. as well as
8:30 a.m. service Sundays. http://www.youtube.com/@st.johnskittanning2251

Empower the Mission and Ministry of St. John’s!
Amounts needed in offerings during November and December to meet
our budget in the following accounts:

Current Account: $98,000.00
Benevolence: $24,000.00

Every November and December we count on your generosity to
make up the difference in these accounts so that we finish the
year in the black. This year presents a very great challenge for each
and every one of us! Please consider increasing your giving and/or
making a significant one time gift over and above your normal
offerings. Thank you for your continued commitment to making the
mission and ministry of Jesus Christ happen at St. John’s.

Creative ways
of year end giving to St. John’s:

e It is possible, if you are over 70 1/2, to make a direct payment from your
IRA to St. John’s. This saves the taxes and the gift is still eligible for a
charitable gift deduction.

e Giving stock saves capital gains taxes and the gift is still eligible for a
charitable gift deduction.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

Sunday 12/7 9:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

Tuesday 12/9 Noon

Wednesday 12/10 9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Thursday 12/11 9:30 a.m.
2:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Saturday 12/13 8:00 a.m.

Sunday 12/14 10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

After Worship

Fellowship

Sunday School
Senior Choir
Worship: Communion
Christmas Concert

Women’s Bible Study — Kings

Children’s Hour
Advent in the Barn
256 Adrian Sherret Road, Adrian

Children’s Hour
Catechism
Catechism

Men’s Breakfast

Christmas Pageant

Senior Choir

Worship

Congregational Meeting
Reception: In honor of Julie Smith

Presents the

Featuring:
The Vocal Choirs
The Bell Choirs
Under the direction of Rebecca Veith

Accompanist Elizabeth Cramer
Sunday, December 7, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.
Admission is free. No offering will be taken.
Refreshments to follow the concert.
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Again, this year we have created a Reverse
Advent Calendar and included Epiphany as
well. Reverse calendars are in the Narthex.

If you would like to place a poinsettia(s)
in our Church for the Christmas Eve
Service, please complete this form and
return with your check made payabile to:
“St. John’s Lutheran Church” marked
“Christmas Flowers” in the memo line.
The Poinsettias are $9.00 each.

Orders must be received by December 7, 2025

Number of RED Number of WHITE
| wish for the acknowledgment in the bulletin to read as follows:

PLEASE PRINT, USING FIRST AND LAST NAMES

IN MEMORY OF

IN HONOR OF

GIVEN BY:

OFFERING ENVELOPE NUMBER:

Please check one: Check Cash
Check # Amount $
Please chgck one: . . _ ,
tne Chrismas Eve serdce o o/ \OR

:"{r_’,"/'. Sa | | P
Please take my poinsettia to a shut-in. \% w (e



SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

Assisting Minister Gene Hughes
Lector Jonah Petruschke
Communion Susan Barto, Susan Neal

Lance & Christine Whiteman
Acolyte Ella Fennell
Welcome Team The Shafer Family
Camera Operators Bill Bouch

STAFF MEMBERS

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry Julie Smith
Secretary Angela B. Clever
Sexton TBD
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith
Sr. Choir Accompanist Elizabeth Cramer

For 200 years St. John's has been a bright beacon
of Christ’s light and [ife for the world.

200 years and the work continues:
That all might know Christ’s Love.

OUR MISSION
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are
saved by God'’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God,
each other, our community and our world. We will humbly and lovingly serve
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God.

happens

at
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Kittanning, PA




