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St. John’s Lutheran Church is part of the North American Lutheran Church. 
We welcome you and are glad you are participating in the Service of the Word 
this morning as we celebrate the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost. Please 
register your attendance in the blue pad at the end of the pew. HOLY 
COMMUNION is celebrated the first and third Sundays of each month and on 
Festival Sundays. All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 
in the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 

http://www.stjohnskittanning.org/


THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PROPER 7) JUNE 21, 2026 
 

Prayer upon entering God's House: 
Gracious God, we offer our prayers of faith with the assurance of Your infinite 
mercy. Lift us out of our darkness to celebrate Your gift of eternal life. Let us 
come to You with our requests and sadness, knowing You will take the time to 
listen. Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
PRELUDE “Hymn to Joy” arr. Wold 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen 
 
P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen 
 

*OPENING HYMN  “Father Most Holy” LBW 169 
 

*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand  LBW—Green Hymnal  WOV—Blue Hymnal 
 



*KYRIE

 

 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P Let us pray. 
O God our defender, storms rage about us and cause us to be afraid. 
Rescue Your people from despair, deliver Your sons and daughters 
from fear, and preserve us all from unbelief; through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.        Amen 



FIRST LESSON:  Jeremiah 20:7–13 
A The First Lesson is from the 20th chapter of Jeremiah. 
 

7 O LORD, you have deceived me, 
    and I was deceived; 
you are stronger than I, 
    and you have prevailed. 
I have become a laughingstock all the day; 
    everyone mocks me. 
8 For whenever I speak, I cry out, 
    I shout, “Violence and destruction!” 
For the word of the LORD has become for me 
    a reproach and derision all day long. 
9 If I say, “I will not mention him, 
    or speak any more in his name,” 
there is in my heart as it were a burning fire 
    shut up in my bones, 
and I am weary with holding it in, 
    and I cannot. 
10 For I hear many whispering. 
    Terror is on every side! 
“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
    say all my close friends, 
    watching for my fall. 
“Perhaps he will be deceived; 
    then we can overcome him 
    and take our revenge on him.” 
11 But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; 
    therefore my persecutors will stumble; 
    they will not overcome me. 
They will be greatly shamed, 
    for they will not succeed. 
Their eternal dishonor 
    will never be forgotten. 
12 O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous, 
    who sees the heart and the mind,  
let me see your vengeance upon them, 
    for to you have I committed my cause. 
13 Sing to the LORD; 
    praise the LORD! 
For he has delivered the life of the needy 
    from the hand of evildoers. 
 

A Here ends the reading. 
 
 



PSALM: Psalm 69:8–20 
8Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, 
and shame has covered my face. 
 9I have become a stranger to my own kindred, 
 an alien to my mother's children. 
10Zeal for your house has eaten me up; 
the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
 11I humbled myself with fasting, 
 but that was turned to my reproach. 
12I put on sackcloth also, 
and became a by-word among them. 
 13Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, 
 and the drunkards make songs about me. 
14But as for me, this is my prayer to you, 
at the time you have set, O LORD: 
 15"In your great mercy, O God, 
 answer me with your unfailing help. 
16Save me from the mire; do not let me sink; 
let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of the deep waters. 
 17Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, 
 neither let the deep swallow me up; 
 do not let the pit shut its mouth upon me. 
18Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind; 
in your great compassion, turn to me." 
 19Hide not your face from your servant; 
 be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 
20Draw near to me and redeem me; 
because of my enemies deliver me. 
 

SECOND LESSON:  Romans 6:1b–11 
A The Second Lesson is from the sixth chapter of Romans. 
 

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do 
you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that 
our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For 
one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died 
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer 
has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for 



all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus 
  

A Here ends the reading. 
 

*VERSE 

 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 10:24–39 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the tenth chapter. 

 
24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 
25 It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like 
his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how 
much more will they malign those of his household. 
26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be 
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, 
say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the 
housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are 
not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the 
ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many 
sparrows. 32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies 
me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. 
34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not 
come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man 
against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-
in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be 
those of his own household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his cross 
and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, 
and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 



 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON   
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY “Our Father, by Whose Name” LBW 357 
 

SERMON   
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

*THE PRAYERS 

Let us pray for the Church, the world, and for one another. 
 

Thank you, dear Father, for Jesus. We may trust him even when he 
brings not peace but a sword. Thank you for the severe mercy of death 
and resurrection; Law and Gospel; repentance and forgiveness. Thank 
you for entrusting your Kingdom and your Word to us, even though we 
often feel unequal to that trust!  
LORD in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 (Other intercessions are offered.) 

L Into your hands, O LORD, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 

*PEACE 
P The peace of the LORD be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

ANTHEM “The Ninety-first Psalm” McDermott 
Gene Hughes, Soloist 

*OFFERTORY

 



 

 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray.  Blessed are You,  
C O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through Your goodness You 
have blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to Your 
service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that You 
have made, for the sake of Him who gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

PREFACE 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 



 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Blessed are You, LORD of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world 
You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation You have 
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy Spirit into our 
hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as He comes to us in 
His holy supper. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  LBW 226, 242, 324, WOV 740 
 

*COMMUNION 
All who are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present 

in the Lord’s Supper are invited to receive this Sacrament with us. 
Please inform the Pastor if you need a gluten-free communion wafer. 

 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in His grace. 

C Amen 
 

*CANTICLE 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray.…Pour out upon us the spirit of Your love, O LORD, and unite 
the wills of those whom You have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus 
Christ our LORD. 
C Amen 
 



*BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and give you 
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
CLOSING HYMN “Faith of Our Fathers!” LBW 500 
 

*DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “Holy Manna” arr. Wold 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23015.  Scripture quotations 
are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
CCLI Streaming License #11425682. 

 

Everyone is invited for a time of fellowship following 
worship in the Gathering space.  
 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Today 8:30 a.m. Worship: Communion 
 11:00 a.m. Worship: Communion 
  

Wednesday 6/24 6:30 p.m. PJ’s Bible Study 
 

Thursday 6/25 1:00 p.m. Newsletter Mailing 
 

Sunday 6/28 8:30 a.m. Worship: Communion 
   11:00 a.m. Worship:  
 Noon Over 80 Luncheon 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

June 28 Over 80 Banquet 
July 13-17 NALC Youth Camp 
July 20-22 NALC- Elementary Camp 
Aug 4 – 6 Vacation Bible School: BARNYARD CARNIVAL 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Grace Acres  

VBS: BARNYARD 
CARNIVAL!  

Carnival Volunteers 
needed the week of 
VBS & helpers needed 
for daily set-up/tear 
down the week of 
August 4th-6th  
Decorating and prep in 
June & July. 
 See Julie if you 
would like to help. 

Aug 4th-6th 
5:30-7:30pm 

Kids Pre-K-5th Grade 
Sign up at  

www.tinyurl.com/stjohnskittanningvbs2026 

Tractors Wanted! For “Touch a Truck” Night for VBS,  
Please see Julie, if you’d like to bring a tractor. August 5th 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.tinyurl.com/stjohnskittanningvbs2026


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/intentsNALC/ 
Page open!!! 

 
 

 
 
 

Choir members, just a few reminders. If you still have any music from this 

year, please drop it off in the choir room for filing as soon as possible. Thank 

you. 
  
Also, if you have any repairs needed for your robes, please pull them out and 

place on the piano bench in the choir room. 
  
Thanks to all of you who are providing special music this summer in the 

anthem slot-we really appreciate your participation during worship. 
  
Don't forget, choir rehearsals will resume the Wednesday after Labor Day, 

September 9th. It would be great to see some new faces! 
  
Rebecca Veith 

Organist/Director of Music

https://www.facebook.com/intentsNALC/


Electronic Giving is Good for 

You and the Church 

You can now make a contribution to our 
church through a mobile app!  
 

Scan the QR code for St. John’s Lutheran Church: 
Options Include: Local Expenses, Improvement Fund, Benevolence, Capital 
Appeal, Evangelism, Sunday School, Youth, World Hunger, Katie’s Cupboard 
and Other. When choosing “Other” please indicate which fund you are 
contributing to. Thank you for supporting your church. 
 

“Give according to your income,  

lest God make your income  

according to your giving.” 

 
Internet Streaming 

St. John’s Live Broadcast 
The St. John’s worship service is broadcast live on You 
Tube each Sunday at 11:00 a.m.  as well as 8:30 a.m. 
service Sundays. 

http://www.youtube.com/@st.johnskittanning2251 

 
St. John’s Congregation is honoring their 

over 80 members! 

You are invited to enjoy a luncheon 

after 11:00 a.m. worship 

Next Sunday, June 28, 2026 

in the Social Hall 
 
 
 
 

Two things are required to be a good father: 
to bring your children to church  

and to love their mother. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/@st.johnskittanning2251


SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
Assisting Ministers Karen Waugaman (E) 
  Kay Thorell (L) 
Lectors Melissa Venesky (E) 
  Colvin Adkins (L) 
Comm Assistants  Amber Zurn & Gracie Hodak(E) 
     Charlie Bleakney & Karina Blose (L) 
Acolytes TBD (E) 
  Colvin Adkins (L) 
Camera Operators Nick Wranich (E) 
  Keith Livengood (L) 

 
STAFF MEMBERS 

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry  Julie Smith 
Secretary  Angela B. Clever 
Sexton  Robert John 
Organist/Choir Director/Director of Music Rebecca Veith 
Sr. Choir Accompanist  Elizabeth Cramer 

 
The flower chart for 2026 has been posted in the 
narthex. Please take this opportunity to sign up for 
the dates that you would like to place flowers on the 
altar in memory or in honor of a loved one or special 
event. Flowers are $70.00. 
 

 
OUR MISSION 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a group of people who believe that we are 
saved by God’s grace and who respond to God’s love by joyfully serving God, 
each other, our community and our world.  We will humbly and lovingly serve 
by proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the Word, offering Sacraments, leading 
others to fellowship, supporting those in need, giving generously of our talents 
as well as our resources and by thanking and praising God. 
 
 

St. John’s is a group of sinners 
who have been claimed by God 

to gather in this place, to worship Him, 
to learn about Him, to bask in His love, 

to share His love with other people 
and to spread that love with the entire world! 

 
 


