St

Johnos

Way,

218 N. Jefferson St. Kittanning, PA 16201 -1324

Office: 724 -548-2051, and 724 -543-4301

Carl A. Johnson, Pastor, home: 724 -548-5512 Web Site: www.stjohnskittanning.org e-mail: stjohns kittanning ~ @gmail.com
December 2022
St . Johnos
Presents the
Annual Christmas Con
Featuring:
The Vocal Choirs
_ The Bell Choirs
The Second Coming Under the direction of Rebecca Vei
of Christ : :
5Christ has died. Accompanist Elizabeth Cramer
Christ is risen.

Christ will come again. o

These are the mysteries of the faith.

For us, New Years is First Advent. We begin the year
emphasizing that our King of Kings and Lord of Lords
will return to judge the living and the dead. While the
world is preparing for the feast of Christmas, we focus
on the end times.

It is odd to begin our year focusing on the end. But it
makes all the difference! If we focus on the end it
reminds us of what is important, (that o6s
currently studying the book of Revelation). Few things
will endure to the end. Few things, in the end, matter
in life. Looking at how things will end, we can prioritize
our lives according what really matters.

Realizing that Christ wins in the end gives us
confidence. No matter how dark life seems in the here
and now, we know t heroéthes
tunnel. That light is Christ. He wins the final victory.

Realizing that Christ wins in the end gives us joy. All
the big questions of life were answered when we were
baptized into Christ. On that day eternal life was
decided for us by a good God who loves us enough to
die for us on the cross. He has won the final victory
over sin, death, and the devil once and for all. And if
eternal |l ife is ours,
to do is celebrate and invite others into the celebration!

Thanks be to our Heavenly Father!

See you in Church,
Pastor Johnson
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Admission idree.
No offering will be taken.
y Light regfreshments to follow the concer
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Christmas
Sunday, December 18th
at 10:00 a.m.
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Vanco Electronic
Giving APP
You can make a
contribution to St.

GivePlus+ App no longer
 accessible after Sept 30!

Download the
NEW Vanco Mobile App!

Your Log-In & recurring Johnos throu g h
gifts transfer over! m Obl| e app!
To get started, downl oad AV

the App Store or Google Play. Simply search for
ivanMoobi | ed to quickly fi
today. Then, you can easily make donations directly
from your smartphone using your debit/credit card or
checking/savings account.

nd

You can also choose to donate as a guest or set up an
account that allows you to securely and conveniently
schedule recurring donations and manage and review
your giving history.

We hope you enjoy this new way to contribute to our
ministry and thank you for your support!

1. Download the FREE app on your Apple or
Android phone.

2. Search for St Johns Lutheran Church.

3. Do NOT use a PERIOD after St, or comma in
Johns to search.

4. Select St Johns Lutheran Church, 218 North
Jefferson St, Kittanning PA.

5. Your information should be automatically
transferred if you have an account with Give
Plus already.

6. Make one-time or recurring donations using
your debit/credit card or checking/savings
account.

7. Log in or donate as a guest.

8. Securely and conveniently manage donations
using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password.

Rat her confused,
cheerful from the inside out. Then during Sunday school
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~Council News
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De emtaer 11th Congregational Meeting authorizing

@ Bolincil® & Wetabfs? %zn todtsfile %orl’urtﬁbarium

(Memorial Garden) in the courtyard, against the wall

of the Social Hall, and an inside columbarium in the

back corner of the sanctuary. Each project will be
done as funds allow.

U Received the results of the Council survey evaluating
Pastor Johnson. The results are on page 10.

U Approved recommending to the December 11th
Congregational Meeting that the New Church
Building Fund earnings from 2021 be used toward
paying down the loan of the Capital Campaign.

U Received thank yous from Lutheran Bible
Translators, the Progressive Workshop, Lutheran
World Relief, Water Missions, Salvation Army and
North American Lutheran Seminary for donations.

A complete copy of the approved minutes from each
month is posted on bulletin boards
in the Narthex and Education Building.

Your Church Council members are always available
for your questions and concerns:
Bill Bouch

Connie Choncek

Dean Crooks

Kyle Kirkpatrick

Tammy Fleeger

Jarrod Olinger

724-859-0359
724-664-1955
724-664-2015
724-954-7366
724-297-5889
724-859-3487

Jacob Rupp 724-579-8774
Kraig Walker 724-664-3085
Brett Taylor 724-525-0850
Karen Waugaman 724-543-9043
Lori Young 724-954-2013
ed to figure out how to

one week, a classmate explained that God loves a cheerful
give,, not | iver . Year alizedthae r ,
her younger self wasnét too
does indeed love someone whescheerfully, spreading
the hope and joy that he longs for all people to know!

God loves a cheerful liver who gives.
After all, it was Jesus whoisad , fi 1 thewmayehavie h at
|l ife, and have i tES¥bundantl

yabhuary 320 h nWa me nd s

Mark Your Calendars
Décembes ¢ e r ChrisDrtaRGorcertk
Décamber d1f f Condregational Maeting Af t e r
December 18  Christmas Pageant
December 24  Christmas Eve service 7:00pm
and 11:00pm
Worship 11:00am

December 25
Banquet
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Johnods LutherM %

YOUTH AND KIDS
DECEMBER 2022

Presody (o Pounerdly

Saturday, December 10, 2022
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
at
St. John's Lutheran Church
218 North Jefferson St

Kittanning, PA

Children can come hear the Christmas story, make a
craft, play some games and watch a movie. Lunch will
be provided. Parents can use the gift of some free time

without their children to catch up on some holiday
activities of their own like shopping, baking or
decorating. There is no charge for this event.

Parents must register their children in advance (potty
trained through Grade 6) and complete a brief
permission slip before leaving their child.

Call the Church Office at 724/548-2051 to register OR
click on the QR code.

A Traditional
Christmas Pageant!

Rehearsals will be throughout December
and During Sunday School, 9:45 -10:40.
It has been so much fun so far!
Candt wait to share
Christmas story with YOU!

Performance will be
Sunday December 18 th
10:00am
Refreshments to follow
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HEI.P’ Youth can
Sign up
YOUTH WANTED to help with
GROUP NfPresents for Par e

on Dec. 10 th.

Please see Tammy Fleeger
if you are interested.

Youth Group
Gingerbread Competltlo '
Sunday >

Dec. 11th

Youth Group

Special Service Project
To Be Announced

for Mid December

RISE UP

STUDENT BIBLE STUDY
ISPIRARE COFFEE SHOP
WEDENSDAY DEC. 14 ™
6:15AM

FREE COFFEE

RIDES TO SCHOOL PROVIDED!

Youth Group
UGLY SWEATER

Christmas Party and
Singing to the Shut Its!

vTues Dec..27 ”j :30-9:00pm , .
i %%%%%%ﬁ% W
m& v:vvvvld'}mc‘i('v W e e I8k
No Youth Group Dec. 4 ®": Come to the

Christmas Concert!

No Youth Group Dec. 18th
No Youth Group Dec. 25 t: Merry Christmas!

December 2022

ST.JOHN’S YOUTH
WINTER RETREAT

RE: GV

PITTSBURGH

JANUARY 27-29

QUAKEEVENT.COM

QUAKETTSBURGH 2023
PITTSBURGH AIRPORT MARRIC
STUDENTS GRARES 6

RSVP DUE BY YAN. 2

We register as a group, so please let
Julie Smith know if you would like to g8 B92ZBnuary 2

Information letter and Permission Slips will be mall
as well as available at the church.
See Julie with any questions.

COST:
Cost: is approx.. $200 per student, including, registration, h
food. BUT St. Johnds pays
me mber of -mBmbers gayfullprices, $200 pér sti

YOUR Cost: before'@@53pestudent
After Jan'“3$120 per student.
*$225 per raember

**SCHOLARSAIRFAYS AVAILABLE FOR THOSE W
PLEASE SEE JULIE SMITH, IF YOU NEED

Tim&Er i day Jan. 27th. Depar

We will be returning around 12:30pm on Sunday Jan
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DECEMBER

2 Kaitlyn Young
3 Erik Repak, Bob Barto
b= BLESSINGS 6 Bekki Lash, Tabitha Bowser,
frenu! ON YoUR Alycia Lambert, Kylie Shultze
EEBBIRTHDAY 7 Jeffrey P. Boarts, Mona Bouch
8 Peggy Goldstrohm, Kelly Bearer, Lloyd Cravener
Megan Taylor, Vera Hartung
Rose Montgomery
Karl Walker, Noah Spatafore, Gail Purvis
James Enders, Emily Boarts, Helen Boarts, Helen
Kaufman, Beverley Kozuch, Rochelle Debnar
Tanner Law
Edward Parry, Donna Loughery
Sandra Bradigan, Randy Lash,
Debra Chasse, Debbie Frye, Kent Walker,
Nick Wranich
Jeffrey A. Boarts
Connie Choncek
Kiersten Houde, Kimberly Tregaskes
Crystal Olinger, Julie Tomiczek
Carol Runninger
Jonathan Pfeister, Katie Panchik, Tyra Sanders
Ashley Nolte
Josh Howlett
(_,Onrlnlmme\

o To the Family of
£ Nancy W.Graff

ar -

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord;
and let light perpetual shine upon her.

~ 3= Congratulations to our members who

/% celebrated their First Holy Communion
ﬁrst

on November 6, 2022:
Comirurion Thomas Robert Baker

Lakyn Rae Duncan
Logan Russell Duncan
Kherington Ann Marie Hilty
Maely Autumn Round
Ava Grace Rupp
Payton Olivia Smail

Congratulations to

Kherington Ann Marie

Hilty, daughter of Donald

Hilty and granddaughter of
Andrea Ehrman who was baptized on November
6th,

§ ’_]Sacra ment of

4
\/ Holy Baptism

Our October Church Offerings

Oct Oct Year Budget
Offerings Receipts Budget ToDate ToDate
Current
Operating 22,018 24,812 204,980 248,119
Benevolenc 1,839 3,333 18,331 33,333
Capital
Campaign 2,453 2,035 21,336 20,354
Current Gain/
Account Income Expenses -Loss
CurrentMonth 22 018 22203 -186
Year to Date 204,98C 243,297 -38,317

PTFENIPNGE

Our October Worship Attendance

October 2022 2021
15t Sunday in Oct 105 76(L)
2" Sunday in Oct 46(E) *(L) 38(E) *(L)
34 Sunday in Oct * 42(E) 87(L)
4™ Sunday in Oct S0(E) 72(L) 97(L)
5" Sunday in Oct * 152(L)
Average for Oct 114 113

Rock of our Salvation Worship
8:30 a.m. Sunday, December 11t

A time of fellowship will be provided
each Sunday after worship in the
gathering space. Please plan to stay
after worship to meet & greet fellow
member s &

Vvisitors

of

would like to help host a fellowship hour,

please contact Pastor Johnson.

Study

BIBLE STUDY will be held at K i ngﬁs
Restaurant on Thursday, December 8" at noon. Any
questions, please contact Rose Montgomery at
rosetrix_38@comcast.net. All are welcome!
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Joe and Spring Couslin, Marve Gaiser, Jill Wranich and
#ﬁﬁﬁ’c" Bouch for hostiRgllowship Hours after worship.
ol Aelarstys Thank you Blair Dawson, Bill Bouch and Dean Crooks f
“‘IIAN ! various projects around the building.

¢ KIyYy 1l . Node@Ber ZD22 NJ

:]-Ol‘J anice _tShrr:::guth Ak\)nn Ha? kt(tay and_ll_\l aomifBmith throughout the year, have given of their time, talents or
elping wi vemberewsietter maifing. their treasures. Together you have helped make this

To everyongho continaéo suppo& donatéthe congregation a great place to praise God and spread the
Katieds Cupboard Ministry @updfHisio® hnos

To Dean CrooKer assembling storage and shelving for
Katiedbs cupboard.

To Blair Dawson for undertaking various projects for the
church.

Thank you to all of the countless people, who

Christmas Poinsettias
If you would like to place a
poinsettia(s) in our Church for
To Alan Mitchell for supplying tape for our wonderful tans the Christmas Eve service,
dispensing machine. { : please complete and return this
To everyone wholunteered Reformation Sunday: Blair & /27 form with your check made
Mary Dawson, Marve Gaiser, Kim Baoges Spring ' payableto:i St .  Johnos

Cousling, Rick & Juanita John, Toni Smail, Tammy FleegBOINSETTIAS LutheranCh u r aviarked

) . . . AChri st mas inFHeower s
Robert John, Nick & Jill Wranich, Bill Bouch, Gene Hthne*%’mo line. Poinsettias are $9.00 each and orders must
Karen Waugaman & Karen Lash. —

be received by Sunday, December 4, 2022.
To everyone who helped and donated for the funeral lunche

for Nancy Graff: Connie McMaster, Barb Heilman, TammyNumber of RED:

Fleeger, Rose Debnar, Linda Johnston, Toni Smail, KarenNumber of WHITE:

Waugaman, Linda Charley, Betty Mitchell, Cheryl Mechling,

Ruth Ann Hankey & Charlie Bleakney. I wish for the acknowledgment in the bulletin to
To everyone who helped in any way with ting fTinkisye read as follows:

ham luncheon: Tammy Fleeger, Toni Smail, Joe & Spring

Couslin, Jill Wranich, Rick & Juanita John, Connie McMaster,PLEASE PRINT, USING FIRSTAND LAST NAMES
John & Becky Swanson, Ger_1e Hughes, Kare_n WaugamapyveMORY OF:
Robert John, Deb Bouch & Michelle Kozlowski.

Thank you everyone who helpe@ruitk or Treat:

For bringing your vehicles & welcoming the community:
Sharon Febinger, John family, Nancy Johnson & Susan IN HONOR OF:
Mentch, Rupp, Jazwinski & Bailey families, Toni Smail,
Connie McMaster, Patty & Mary Olinger, Donna Livengood,
Wranich & Bouch fasyil@gmith girls and Mike Craft (setup)
And to all the Youth who helped: Emma Nemchek, CoItonGlVEN BY:
Gariglio, Robert John, Besjc®miths, Wraresh
Veneskys and to EVERYONE who helped with
setup/cleanuphank you to all for donations of&andy

funds!

Thank you to the Praise band, Ken King, Matt Smith, Davélease check one: Check Cash
Brooks, Brendan Swanson, Jerah Wranich, Stella Venesky,

Sharon Smith & the Smith girls for sharing your amazing Check#_____ Amount $

talents to serve God! Please check one:
Thank you tdl af our awesome Sunday school teachers & '

helpers who make a difference each week in the lives of our I will take my poinsettia(s) with me after the
kids Christmas Eve service.

Thank you to the parents who have helped with the pageant

practices in November: Donna Livengood, Jessica Bailey &  Please take my poinsettia to a shut-in.
Megan Rupp.

Thankyoutoallwho nt i nual ly <Support our Childrenoés

Youth Ministries at St. Johnos!

Thank you to Corinna Stonage, Ruth Ann, Sharon and Mark
Hankey, Teresa Zydonik, Susan Mentch, Nancy Johnson,
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Empower the Mission and
Ministryof St . Joh

Amounts needed in offerings during November and
December to meet our budget in the following

accounts:
; : . Current Account:  $100,000.00
Congregatlonal_ Meetmg' _ Benevolence: $21,000.00
Sunday, December 11th following 11:00 am worship
for the purpose of electing new Congregational Every November and December we count on your
Council members, voting on designating the 2021 generosity to make up the difference in these
New Church Building Fund earnings for the building accounts so that we finish the year in the black.
loan and to authorize Council to establish an outside This year presents a very great challenge for each
columbarium (Memorial Garden) in the courtyard, and every one of us! Please consider increasing
against the wall of the Social Hall, and an inside your giving and/or making a significant one time gift
columbarium in the back corner of the sanctuary. over and above your normal offerings. Thank you for
Each project will be done as funds allow. your continued commitment to making the mission
andmi ni stry of Jesus Chri st
JOIN Creative ways
the of year end giving
1 Iltis possible, if you are over 70 1/2, to make a direct payment
from your I RA to St. Johnods.
STU DY G RO U P is still eligible for acharitable gift deduction.
I Giving stock saves capital gains taxes and the gift is still
Pastords Study eligible for a charitable gift deduction.
Wednesdays December 14,21 @ 7:00 p.m.
Book of Revelation i ini
The study will follow the b «5”/“’52"%7 »Wersg%lalMEDnLStr.r%ose,c‘)
by Pastor Russell Lackey who says that we have been - S Christmas Project

This year we have the opportunity to
: adopt families for Christmas. There are
! sign-up boards in the narthex that list

asking all the wrong questions and therefore losing our
focus on what the book is really trying to say. Come 7 ‘
explore this very misunderstood book of the Bible. ’1%? wants, needs and sizes. If you are
This study is for entry level students! I unable to shop but would like to help,

You do not need to know anything about the Bible in please make a donation in an envelope marked Christmas
order to attend! Families and place it in the offering. If you choose to

purchase the item(s), please place a check mark in the box

next to each item you wish to purchase. Please use gift

From the cards for food assistance. Remember to get a gift receipt
MUSIC when purchasing the gift and enclose it with the gift.
DIRECTOR Gifts should be wrapped and a gift tag on each gift with the

"——\ childdés number

IMPORTANT! The gifts should be brought to the church

CHURCH MUSIC NOTES by Sunday, December 4" and each package marked with
a Post it note attached on the outside describing the

The Senior Choir will hold a special concert rehearsal item inside and the name of the child (this
Sunday, December 4" immediately following the information is for the committee only).
worship service. The Senior Ringers will meet at 5:00 Any questions, please contact Michelle Kozlowski at 724-
p.m. on Sunday, December 4" to warm up for the 816-1680. Thank you for your support!
Christmas concert followed by the New Bells at 6:00 ]
p.m. and the Junior choir at 6:15 p.m. o0The more Yyou recogni
No choir rehearsals on Wednesday, December 7! things you have, the more things you will hav

Enjoy a well deserved evening off!

Rebecca Veith, Organist/Director of Music express gratitu

0 Zig Ziglar
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Presents for Parents

Saturday, December 10, 2022
10:00 AM 6 2:00 PM
St. Johnds Soci al

The Evangelism Committee will be hosting

0 Pr e s erParents'f Children can come to St.
Johnds to hear the Christm
play some games and watch a movie. Lunch will be
provided. Parents can use the gift of some free

time without their children to catch up on some

holiday activities of their own like shopping, baking

or decorating.

We ask that parents register their children in
advance (potty trained through Grade 6) and they
complete a brief permission slip before leaving
their child. Sign up below to pre -register your

YI' ¢L9Q{ /'t h!l wsb child and place it in the offering plate.
I -

As alwaysTHANK YOF 2 NJ FSSRAyYy 3 WS&adzaQ Ff201 oe
AdzZLL2 NI Ay 3 YIFGASQa / dzLlo 2 HRegistration will also be taken by calling the

As we approach fall and winter, rising inflation and church office. Please contact Tammy Fleeger 724
shrinking dollars, we are providing in a way greater 664 -1773 with any questions. This event is open

than we had ever thought! , to anyone in the community who could benefit from
Your weekly donations of food and offering make . .
: s : it, so please share with those who may be
such an impacti lives that you will never know.

Are you aware of any groups looking for a service project? interested.

tfSFrasS NBYAYR GKSY GKI G .yohnsA S Q&Registratipn niayBetlithited, Ish SoRUmeadyd e o {
would be happy to accept their donations and support our

community with their help!

If youwould like to volunteer, have great ideas to further this D Yes, | would like to register my child.
ministry or can offer any suggestions, please contact any Chil d& N
member of council or Tammy Fleeg@x724-664-1773. ! 0S ame
Advent in the Barn Parentds Phone Number
On Wednesday, December 7th at 7:00
p.m.,St . MG@huréh@ts256 Adrian- _
Sherrett Road is hosting a Christmas D Yes, please contact me about donating a lunch
carol service for all area NALC item.

congregations. The service will feature
carol singing and a special Christmas sermon by
Pastor Matthew. Come experience Christmas in the
Barn amidst the cattle, sheep, oxen, and donkeys and Phone Number:
get a feel for the way the holy birth really took place!

Name:




